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INTRODUCTION 
The purpose of the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board (“LPTB” hereto forth) is to protect the public health, 

safety, and welfare, and to provide for state administrative control, supervision, licensing, and regulation of the 

practice of physical therapy in Louisiana (La R.S. 37: 2402.A.).  It is the duty of the board to report annually to 
the governor and to the presiding officer of each house of the legislature on the condition of the practice of 

physical therapy in the state, making recommendations for improvement of the practice of physical therapy or the 

operation of the board, and submitting a record of the proceedings of the board during the year, together with the 
names of all physical therapists and physical therapist assistants to whom the board issued licenses during the 

year. The report to the governor and to the presiding officer of each house of the legislature shall also include the 

number of complaints received by the Physical Therapy Board regarding allegations of professional sexual 

misconduct and the status of each complaint (La R.S. 37: 2505.A(9)a.-b.). 

 

A HISTORICAL TIMELINE   

 
1987 – The Louisiana Physical Therapy Board (LPTB) was created within the Louisiana Department of Health through Act 

No. 208 of the 1987 Regular Legislative Session.  

 

2009 – First Practice Act created through Act No. 535 of the 2009 Regular Legislative Session. Initial rule and regulations 

promulgated. 
 

2011 – Extensive rule change in October 2011.  

 

2016 – Act No. 309 of the 2016 Regular Legislative Session removed the restriction requiring Louisiana citizens to obtain a 

referral for physical therapy prior to the initiation of physical therapy treatment. Rules revision related to CE course review 

requirements and increase of fees effective August 20, 2016.  

 

2017 – Act No. 300 of the 2017 Regular Legislative Session allows review of education and training of military-trained 

Physical Therapist Assistants, which will provide a means for individuals to transition from military to civilian life. Other 

changes to the Practice Act in 2017 were related to licensing of foreign-educated physical therapists and physical therapist 

assistants.  

 
2018 – Acts No. 524 and No.515 of the 2018 Regular Session enacted the Physical Therapy Compact and added a consumer 

member to the composition of the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, respectively. Extensive rule change in December 2018, 

including, among other changes, promulgation of a telehealth rule in response to the Louisiana Telehealth Access Act (Act 

No. 442 of 2014).  

 

2019 – Act No. 313 of the 2019 Regular Legislative Session authorized the collection of data elements for the purpose of 

workforce planning, added a requirement for the board to include in the annual Governor’s report the number of complaints 

regarding allegations of professional sexual misconduct and the status of each complaint, added a requirement of a review of 

the LPTB disciplinary process and procedures by the state inspector general at least every five years, and added the 

requirement of training of all board members and staff in effective communication with complainants. 

 
2020 – Authorized by the Executive Orders of the Governor in response to the COVID-19 pandemic, the renewal deadline 

was extended and all live coursework requirements for the 2020 and 2021 renewal periods were waived. Individuals who 

received a temporary license were provided a one-time extension. The board waived the application fee for course sponsors 

seeking to convert approved “live” courses to “distance learning” due to safety concerns related to the pandemic.  In 

December 2020, the Board voted to issue wall license certificates with the signature of the Executive Director and not the 

entire board.  

 

2021 – Extensive Rule change in August 2021 including increasing the number of attempts for the National Physical Therapy 

Examination to the limit set by the testing vendor, transitioning licensure applications to be entirely paperless, remove the 

requirement for “live” coursework at the time of licensure renewal and allow licensees to obtain all CEU hours online if they 

choose, add activities for obtaining CEUs, and updating supervision requirements. 
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ABOUT US 

 

Board Members 

 
The board is comprised of eight members who are all appointed by the Governor of the state of Louisiana for a 
three-year term. Each appointment by the governor is submitted to the Senate for confirmation. No person may be 

appointed to the board if they have served for more than two consecutive three-year terms. The Governor may 

remove any member of the board for misconduct, incompetence, or neglect of duty (La R.S. 37:2403).   
 

Prior to 2018, the Board was comprised of seven members. Act No. 515 of the 2018 Regular Legislative Session 

increased the number of members of the Board to eight, adding a consumer member to the Board. (La R.S. 

37:2403.E).  
 

In 2018, the Consumer Member position of the Board was filled by an educator in the Lake Charles area. In 

November 2019 the Consumer Member resigned due to the time-commitment of the role. The Consumer Member 
position has remained vacant since 2019. The Louisiana Physical Therapy Board representatives have discussed 

the vacant position with the Louisiana Governor’s Office, the American Physical Therapy Association of 

Louisiana, as well as discussed recruiting ideas with other healthcare licensure boards.  

 

 

 

 

 

 Board Member Appointment 2021 Title Domicile Term Start End 

1 Judith Halverson 

PT LHA Nominee Chairman New Orleans 
2nd 01/12/18 01/11/24 

2 Kathryn Brittain  

PT At-Large 

Secretary/ 

Treasurer Lake Charles 
2nd 09/07/18 09/06/24 

3 Meredith Warner 

MD LMS Nominee Member Baton Rouge 
2nd 01/05/18 01/04/24 

4 Phillip Page 
PT At-Large Member  Baton Rouge 

2nd 09/18/18 09/17/24 

5 John Marius 

PTA At-Large Member New Orleans 
1st 07/17/20 07/16/23 

6 Oday Lavergne  

PT APTA-LA Nominee Member Alexandria 
1st 07/17/20 07/16/23 

7 Tyra Mitchell 
PT 

APTA-LA 
Nominee Member New Orleans 

1st 09/15/20 09/14/23 

8 Vacant 

Consumer At-Large   
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Advisory Committee of the Board 

The board may appoint an Advisory Committee not to exceed nine members to assist in the review of 

applicants’ qualifications for licensure; conduct 

applicant interviews; review continuing education 

activities and courses; and other duties deemed 

necessary by the board (Rule §109.B).     Committee 

members are physical therapists and physical therapist 

assistants licensed by the board, in good standing, and 

engaged in the active practice of physical therapy 

within the State of Louisiana. Currently, the board has 

reserved a membership position to be filled by a PTA. 

The board appoints Advisory Committee members 

based on geographic diversity to assist the board 

members with carrying out duties around the state and 

practice setting of the candidates representing areas of 

expertise. 

  

     Appointments of the committee require a majority 

vote of the board. Removal of a member of the 

Advisory Committee shall be by majority vote of the 

board, which would be roll call tallied in the minutes. 

Members of the Advisory Committee receive 

compensation and travel expenses as authorized by LA. 

R.S. 37: 2404.C; rule §111.A and §113.E for attendance 

at meetings of the board and in the performance of 

other functions requested on and behalf of the board.  

 

 

 

 

Staff Members of the Board 

 

The board may employ an executive director and necessary clerical assistance to carry out the 

administrative work of the board (La R.S. 37:2405.B(5))  In 2021, the office duties were carried out by 

four full-time employees and two part-time student workers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Name  Title Start Date End Date 

Charlotte Martin Executive Director 02/24/2014 Ongoing 

Jessica Alwell Assistant Executive Director 01/22/2018 Ongoing 

Danielle Linzer Licensing Analyst 2 12/02/2013 Ongoing 

Stephanie Boudreaux Compliance Officer 02/01/2015 Ongoing 

Jasmynn Charles Part-Time Student Worker 09/09/2019 Ongoing 

Taylor Curley Part-Time Student Worker 04/12/2021 Ongoing  

2021 Advisory Committee Members 

Member Name                        Term Expiration 

 

Michael Hildebrand, PT  12/31/2021 

Monroe/Outpatient 

 

Jon Jeremy Dye, PT  12/31/2021 

Shreveport/Hospital Outpatient 

 

Christopher Franks, PT  12/31/2021 
Lake Charles/Hospital Outpatient 

 

Jason Douglas, PT  12/31/2021 

Thibodaux/Hospital Outpatient 

 

Ben McRae, PTA   12/31/2021 

Monroe/Outpatient 

 

Marie Vazquez Morgan, PT 12/31/2021 

Shreveport/Academia 

 
Michael Laudadio, PT  12/31/2021 

Boerne, TX/Extended Care 

  

Lindsey Robinson, PT  12/31/2021 

New Orleans/Hospital 
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Licenses and Compact Privilege Holders 

 
In 2018, the PT Licensure Compact was established through the legislature to improve portability in the physical 
therapy profession. On July 22, 2019, Louisiana became an active member state issuing privileges to individuals 

who wish to practice in Louisiana through a Compact Privilege, rather than obtaining a license. As of December 

31, 2021, 134 individuals total purchased a privilege a privilege to practice in Louisiana. Of those 134 purchases, 

109 were initial purchases and 25 were renewals. Of the 134 purchases, 7 indicated they or their spouse was 
active duty military for which they received a fee waiver. 

 

As of December 31, 2021, the LPTB has 3617 physical therapist and 1731 physical therapist assistants license 
holders for a total of 5348 licensees. In 2021, the LPTB licensed 194 physical therapists and 101 physical 

therapist assistants. 

 
In 2021, 2379 licensees renewed their license (1613 PTs and 766 PTAs) to practice in Louisiana. There were a 

total of 157 licensees who did not renew their license of the 2536 that were eligible to renew.  Here is a chart 

showing the number of actual renewals in the year 2021 and the number of eligible renewals in 2021, categorized 

by license type. 
 

Here is a table showing the number of licensees by license type living in each parish of the state.  

 
PARISH PT PTA TOTAL   PARISH PT PTA TOTAL 

ACA Acadia 32 16 48  MOR Morehouse 7 5 12 

ALN Allen 2 2 2   NAT Natchitoches 24 10 34 

ASC Ascension 134 67 201   ORL Orleans 321 88 409 

ASN Assumption 6 3 9   OUA Ouachita 129 49 178 

AVD Avoyelles 13 18 31   PLA Plaquemines 10 9 19 

BEA Beauregard 20 5 25   POC Pointe Coupee 7 8 15 

BIE Bienville 1 7 8   RAP Rapides 109 72 181 

BOS Bossier 134 120 254   RDR Red River 2 3 5 

CAD Caddo 242 110 352   RIC Richland 5 7 12 

CAL Calcasieu 158 25 183   SAB Sabine 3 6 9 

CAM Cameron 1 1 2   SJB St. John the Baptist 14 7 21 

CAT Catahoula 1 2 3   SMY St. Mary 6 6 12 

CLA Claiborne 4 6 10   STB St. Bernard 6 15 21 

CLD Caldwell 2 5 7   STC St. Charles 33 23 56 

CON Concordia 11 12 23   STH St. Helena 0 0 0 

DES Desoto 18 9 27   STJ St. James 10 7 17 

EBR East Baton Rouge 360 129 489   STL St. Landry 37 17 54 

ECR East Carroll 0 0 0   STM St. Martin 21 14 35 

EFL East Feliciana 13 7 20   STT St. Tammany 352 147 499 

EVA Evangeline 23 9 32   TAN Tangipahoa 89 45 134 

FRA Franklin 4 2 6   TEN Tensas 1 0 1 

GRA Grant 12 7 19   TER Terrebonne 60 11 71 

IBE Iberia 30 16 46   UNI Union 2 28 30 

IBV Iberville 9 7 16   VER Vernon 14 12 26 

JAC Jackson 6 2 8   VRM Vermillion 30 15 45 

JEF Jefferson 343 167 510   WAS Washington 13 17 30 

JFD Jeff Davis 14 5 19   WBR West Baton Rouge 13 8 21 

LAF Lafayette 269 97 366   WCR West Carroll 1 0 1 

LAS LaSalle 7 7 14   WEB Webster 12 40 52 

LFO LaFourche 52 16 68   WFL West Feliciana 5 2 7 

LIN Lincoln 61 26 87   WIN Winn 2 6 8 

LIV Livingston 60 43 103   ZOS Out of State 232 103 335 

MAD Madison 5 3 8             
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1. Physical Therapists to Whom the Board Issued Licenses During the Year, 2021 
 

1 LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME TYPE OF LICENSE 

1 Adams Whitney Danielle PT 

2 Alexander Joshua Layne PT 

3 Alexander Macy Nicole PT 

4 Alford Morgan Spence PT 

5 Alkhazov Jane Francis PT 

6 Allen Sarah Elizabeth PT 

7 Andry Stephanie Marie PT 

8 Bacon William Lawrence PT 

9 Barnes Heather Anne PT 

10 Bauer Katharine Renee PT 

11 Beaugez Hunter Brent PT 

12 Bent Rachael Lynn PT 

13 Bishop Emily Ruth PT 

14 Blackledge Michael David PT 

15 Blair Dylan James PT 

16 Blanchard Ashton Paul PT 

17 Bourgeois Lauren McKowen PT 

18 Brabaw Kayla Jean PT 

19 Brasseaux Andrea Blair PT 

20 Brinker Bryan Daniel PT 

21 Brittain Joseph Connor PT 

22 Bryan Bobby Ross PT 

23 Buchan Catherine Elizabeth PT 

24 Buckles Yukari N/A PT 

25 Burns Trent Edward PT 

26 Byorth Jordan Ashley PT 

27 Cason Zachary Hunter PT 

28 Cecil Lisa Mari PT 

29 Chaisson Jasmyn Renae' PT 

30 Chehata Mohammed N/A PT 

31 Clawson Philip Clayton PT 

32 Claytor Andrea Lauren PT 

33 Collins Christopher William PT 

34 Conly Jake Scott PT 

35 Criddle Margaret Elise PT 

36 Crosby Kirstyn Leigh PT 

37 David Courtney Ann PT 

38 Davis Joseph Randall PT 

39 DeBarbrie Collin Marc PT 

40 Delpy Kathleen Burke PT 

41 Deng Daphne Jiayang PT 

42 DePietro Nicholas Joseph PT 

43 DiMattia Elena Marie PT 

44 Dobek Ian Richard PT 

45 Dornier Kristen Alexandra PT 
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46 Douglas Mary Grace Jordan PT 

47 Doyal Matthew Chad PT 

48 Duddleston Kayla Miller PT 

49 Dye Courtney Kidd PT 

50 Dyer Alyssa Jackson PT 

51 Ehlers Jessica Comeaux PT 

52 Engolia Dominic Michael PT 

53 Eshleman Samantha Elise PT 

54 Fabacher Olivia Marie PT 

55 Faircloth Allison O'Neil PT 

56 Fasano Amanda Collett PT 

57 Fasullo Brianna Summer PT 

58 Flage Michelle Isabella Alessandra PT 

59 Fontenot Haley Nicole PT 

60 Foret William Joseph PT 

61 Fryoux Jacob Austin PT 

62 Fryoux Sarah Kristin PT 

63 Galarowicz Melissa Jo PT 

64 Gardner Leah Marie PT 

65 Garma Charlotte Rose PT 

66 Gary Mylaina Noelle PT 

67 Gasinski Emma Rose PT 

68 Gianfala Aleck Marie PT 

69 Gotangco Kellie Lynn PT 

70 Graham Christopher Aaron PT 

71 Grider Arielle Dior PT 

72 Griffin Morgan Leigh PT 

73 Griffiths Erin Manel PT 

74 Guidry Celise Suzette PT 

75 Hannegan Hunter David PT 

76 Hanson Heather Anne PT 

77 Harrison Marigny Jan PT 

78 Held Amanda Maria PT 

79 Hill Kathryn Elizabeth PT 

80 Hindelang Matthew Ryan PT 

81 Holland Krisha Andrea Aytona PT 

82 Hollier Bethany Ann PT 

83 Holloway Caroline Elise PT 

84 Holstein Bradley James PT 

85 Horn Lindsey Renee PT 

86 Houghton Veronica Mary PT 

87 Huck Lydia Lauren PT 

88 Hughes Austin Brian PT 

89 Ingles Kathryn Marie PT 

90 Jain Shilpi  PT 

91 Johnson Justin Bernard PT 

92 Jones Brett Thomas PT 

93 Joseph Kristi Elizabeth PT 
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94 Juneau Heather Teresa PT 

95 Jurasevich Jessica Nicole PT 

96 Keller Bryn Nicholas PT 

97 Kelley Denise Michelle PT 

98 Kimura Anna Kelsey PT 

99 Labat Gabrielle Marie PT 

100 Lafleur Aaron Taylor PT 

101 Landry Norman Paul PT 

102 Larson Lauren Elise PT 

103 Laughlin Colin Scott PT 

104 Lavergne Mary Elizabeth PT 

105 LeBlanc Morgan Lynn PT 

106 Ledet Ria Ann PT 

107 LeFort Heather Maturin PT 

108 Leger Victoria Thomas PT 

109 Litvak Kaitlin Jennifer PT 

110 Loria Cameron Pierce PT 

111 Loupe Chelsea Renee PT 

112 Lyons Kaliee Brooke PT 

113 Major Juliana Marie PT 

114 Manuel Sadie Sedonia PT 

115 Marino Jacob Lance PT 

116 Mashon Darian Rashelle PT 

117 Mateo Dexter Perez PT 

118 Matthews Wiley Hunter PT 

119 McAdam Katherine Grace PT 

120 McDaniel Christopher Michael PT 

121 McDonell Jeanine Ann PT 

122 McInnis Andrew Louis PT 

123 McMahon James Patrick PT 

124 Menke Krista Jo PT 

125 Miller Bradley Christopher PT 

126 Miller Macy Jeanne PT 

127 Milonas Maria  PT 

128 Minter Sarah Grace PT 

129 Mistretta Courtney St. Pierre PT 

130 Moncada Jose Mario PT 

131 Moore Beau Daniel PT 

132 Morgan Abbie Lynn PT 

133 Morgan Allie Lynn PT 

134 Morgan Anne Elizabeth PT 

135 Mouton Lindsey Elizabeth PT 

136 Neill Ryan Scott PT 

137 Nguyen Jennifer  PT 

138 Nguyen Vincent Duc Vinh PT 

139 Nicely Hannah Lynn PT 

140 Nofsinger Samantha Lee PT 

141 Olivard Colleen Grenko PT 
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142 Olsen Erin St.Pierre PT 

143 Orchard Annalysse Constance PT 

144 Owen Margy Kathleen PT 

145 Papas Jordan Michelle PT 

146 Paz Ana Lucia PT 

147 Pecor Ian James PT 

148 Perez Gabrielle Renee PT 

149 Pierce Emily Hope PT 

150 Psarros Nikolas H PT 

151 Puntillo Michael Joseph PT 

152 Quam Egil Alexander PT 

153 Rathjen Samantha Adair PT 

154 Reed Johnnie Gage PT 

155 Reilly Rachel Lynn PT 

156 Reinhart Madison Smith PT 

157 Remedios David Joshua PT 

158 Rhode Alissa Catherine Grace PT 

159 Rushford Jacqueline DiLane PT 

160 Sanford Kelsea Elizabeth PT 

161 Santana Lacy Nicole PT 

162 Seal Logan Brian PT 

163 Segretto Michelle Dominique PT 

164 Shaw Mason Wayne PT 

165 Shively Casey Marie PT 

166 Shockey Megan Elizabeth PT 

167 Simar Lauren Claire PT 

168 Smith Garland Grace PT 

169 Smith Marianita Carbajal PT 

170 Snellgrove Megan Elise PT 

171 Soileau Brandon Wade PT 

172 Solar Cody James PT 

173 Sonnier Tayler McKay PT 

174 Spence Anna Blake PT 

175 Stark Nicholas William PT 

176 Thomas Haley Kirsten PT 

177 Thornton Alana Monique PT 

178 Tinnin Amanda Joan PT 

179 Tregle Abby Nicole PT 

180 Tucker Colton Hugh PT 

181 Tyree Katherine Brewer PT 

182 Vorsa Alexander Michael PT 

183 Webb Justin Simms PT 

184 West Sadie Lane PT 

185 White Joshua Blake PT 

186 White William Clark PT 

187 Whitten Addison Rose PT 

188 Williams Lacie Anise PT 

189 Williams Lila Molina PT 
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190 Williams Phillip Tyler PT 

191 Wilson Kendyl Catherine PT 

192 Wojkowski Sophia Elle PT 

193 Zahn Courtney Staggers PT 

194 Ziegler Frank Joseph PT 

 

 

2. Physical Therapist Assistants to Whom the Board Issued Licenses During the Year, 2021 

 
 

 LAST NAME FIRST NAME MIDDLE NAME TYPE OF LICENSE 

1 Acosta Christina-Marie Melanie PTA 

2 Agid Jonathan Gerard Michel PTA 

3 Alexander Erica Victoria PTA 

4 Ashley Tremekia Nicole PTA 

5 Beard Patsy Sue PTA 

6 Bergeron Abigail Jo PTA 

7 Billiot Sierra Kelly PTA 

8 Bizek Molly Erica PTA 

9 Blount Casey Ann PTA 

10 Bokuniewicz Megan Marie PTA 

11 Borruano Dylan Joseph PTA 

12 Boudreaux Meridith Leigh PTA 

13 Bouzigard Sophia Noel PTA 

14 Bowers Dylan Vincent PTA 

15 Brewton Dayna Michelle PTA 

16 Brooks Ryan Matthew PTA 

17 Brown Courtney Blanchard PTA 

18 Bruggeman Laura Leanne PTA 

19 Bullock Anna Micaiah PTA 

20 Carbo Macie Elizabeth PTA 

21 Carpenter Katie LeAnn PTA 

22 Carroll Alayna Jade PTA 

23 Castaldi Marilyn Joy Brianna PTA 

24 Chitty Brianna Sadie Paige PTA 

25 Chuang Tiffany Shao Tzu PTA 

26 Cookmeyer Adam Joseph PTA 

27 Copeland Hannah Grace PTA 

28 Coutee Hailey Alise PTA 

29 Cox Abby Danielle PTA 

30 Creel Danica Taylor PTA 

31 David Jordan Ray PTA 

32 Davis Kristen Taylor PTA 
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33 Denette Kinslie Blair PTA 

34 Dusenberry Stephanie Ranae PTA 

35 Field Burton Foret PTA 

36 Fitzgerald Zachary Allen PTA 

37 Fruge Paisley Shae PTA 

38 Gainer Rachael-Ann Vintonne PTA 

39 Gipson Kaitlin Cierra PTA 

40 Graham Chelsea Taylor PTA 

41 Guilbeau Nathaniel Clay PTA 

42 Hendricks Gavin Kinsey PTA 

43 Jennings Ally Grace PTA 

44 Johnson Abigail McKay PTA 

45 Johnson Christopher Brian PTA 

46 Johnson Grant Michael PTA 

47 Keelen Jessica Marie PTA 

48 Kiff Taylor Dalton PTA 

49 King Aaron Ross PTA 

50 LeBlanc Anna Katherine PTA 

51 LeBlanc Remi Gabrielle PTA 

52 Lewis Abigail Claire PTA 

53 Lindner Mackensie Lynn PTA 

54 Livingstone Amber Alexandra PTA 

55 Lynch Melissa Ann PTA 

56 Mayo Angela Dawn PTA 

57 McNulty Kayla Viavant PTA 

58 Mejia Erik Alejandro PTA 

59 Melancon Anne Puckett PTA 

60 Migues Ali'x Christine PTA 

61 Mixon Jessica Dale PTA 

62 Monk Benjamin Nolan PTA 

63 MORRA REBECA MARIE PTA 

64 Morris Madison Rae PTA 

65 Muse Keamara Que'Shay PTA 

66 Nichols Abby Rose PTA 

67 Olivier Lauren Elizabeth PTA 

68 Osborn Paige Elizabeth PTA 

69 Pellerin Trey Michael PTA 

70 Peters William Mychal PTA 

71 Pickett Brandon Lowell PTA 

72 Porterfield Kristen Taylor PTA 

73 Portie Kerry Beth PTA 

74 Prejean Dayton James PTA 
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75 Prestwood Charles Anthony PTA 

76 Price Britnie Angelic PTA 

77 Proudfoot Darci Ann PTA 

78 Quattrone Kathryn Sofia PTA 

79 Rinnels Madison Lee PTA 

80 Robinson Hannah Elisabeth PTA 

81 Romig Kristen Valiente PTA 

82 Roy Taylor Colton PTA 

83 Runnels Kaylee Cheyenne PTA 

84 Rutz Kammi Nicole PTA 

85 Scalia Mary Ellis PTA 

86 Simpson Madeline Michelle PTA 

87 Soileau Kaylee Marie PTA 

88 Spangler Joseph Michael PTA 

89 Steadman Harold Jacob PTA 

90 Stein Madison Leslie PTA 

91 Taylor Kenlee Faith PTA 

92 Toups Emily Madison PTA 

93 Tran Kevin Quoc Hung PTA 

94 Varn Zachary Ryan PTA 

95 Walpool Kristoffer Dylan PTA 

96 Whatley Peyton Yvette PTA 

97 White Kourtney Lauren PTA 

98 Wiggins Alexander Christian PTA 

99 Williams Mary Emilyn PTA 

100 Williamson Christian Demetrius PTA 

101 Ziegler Maegan Elizabeth PTA 

 

 

3. The condition of the practice of physical therapy in the state of Louisiana and 

recommendations for improvement of the practice of physical therapy/operation of the board. 

 
Several sections of the Louisiana Physical Therapy Practice Act (La R.S. 37:2401-2424) are causing confusion for 
licensees practicing physical therapy in the state of Louisiana.  Several statutes have been brought to the attention 

of the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board as problematic to the practice and/or outdated. As a result, Louisiana 

Physical Therapy Board is proactively requesting input from the American Physical Therapy Association of 
Louisiana, all individuals licensed by the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, the staff members of the Louisiana 

Physical Therapy Board, and the Federation of State Boards of Physical Therapy for input on any and all statutes 

that are causing problems in the practice of physical therapy to be sure that the list of issues identified is 
comprehensive at the time that we initiate a conversation to amend problematic statutes. Once we have completed 

the analysis, we will be asking for your assistance and the assistance of your staff, along with the chairpersons of 

the oversight committees to present these changes to the legislature. 

 
In 2021 the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board contracted with SSA Consultants to complete an organizational 

assessment to provide recommendations for improving the operations of the board. 
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The findings of the organizational assessment conducted by SSA Consultants led to the board creating four 
taskforces to address the recommendations of the assessment. 

 

Recommendation #1: Refine Discipline Function 

The board created a Discipline Taskforce with the main goal to redefine the discipline function. The 
taskforce accomplished this by continuing with recent internal efforts to refine processes, to expand those 

efforts by utilizing contract experts and further develop staff member roles. Through these activities, the 

intention is to improve consistency and efficiency in disciplinary processes and decision-making. 
 

Recommendation #2: Reinvest in Technology 

The board created an IT Taskforce to provide the board with recommendations for investments that will 
improve office security, technology, and resources. One major result of this was upgrading the office’s 

telephone systems, which allowed staff to take phone calls from their desk phones during working hours, 

even while traveling for work. The website has also seen changes to address the growing needs of our 

licensees and the public, which include an updated licensee dashboard interface. 
 

Recommendation #3: Decide Office Facility and Real Estate 

The board established the Real Estate Taskforce to conduct a search for a better-suited site for the Board 
office when the current lease ends. The office will remain domiciled in Lafayette as is established by the 

Practice Act. Functionality of the Board office is essential as the Board grows in its volume of work and 

staffing needed to support the licensees. Finding a location and space which suits both the current and 
future needs of the office is the goal.  

 

Recommendation #4: Expand Engagement, Public Policy, and Government Relations Effort 

The board established the Government Relations and Public Policy Taskforce to expand engagement on 
public policy and government relations efforts. As a state entity, the is aware of its limitations, which 

include no involvement with lobbying. Instead, the Board is available to educate lawmakers and the 

public. This taskforce is responsible for research and monitoring of the Practice Act and scope of practice 
issues, which includes a review of national healthcare trends and rulemaking. The taskforce also 

highlighted a focus on diversity, equity, and inclusion designed to strengthen the Board organization and 

operations. 

 

4. The Number of Complaints Received: Professional Sexual Misconduct  

 
Cases Received Prior to Calendar Year 2021 and Investigated in 2021 

 

 

Case 

Number 
Violation Status/Decision 

Involving Sexual 

Misconduct 

2016-I-021 

Sexual 

Misconduct/Criminal 

Conviction  

Final Board Order Yes 

2018-I-036 Sexual Misconduct  Final Consent Order Yes 

2019-I-003 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending  Yes 

2019-I-010 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 

2019-I-021 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 

2019-I-022 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 
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2019-I-023 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 

2019-I-024 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 

2019-I-027 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 

2019-I-032 Sexual Misconduct Interim Board Order/Pending Yes 

2020-I-017 
Improper 

billing/documentation 
Final Consent Order No 

2020-I-019 
Improper 

billing/documentation  
Final Consent Order No 

2020-I-026 
Violation of Consent 

Order 
Pending No 

2020-I-027 Non-licensed individual Dismissed No 

    

2020-I-028 
Medical Malpractice 

Claim 
Dismissed No 

 

NOTE: Sexual Misconduct: 10 complaints received prior to calendar year 2021 and investigated in 2021.  Eight of the 10 

sexual misconduct cases (Case Numbers 2019-I-003, 2019-I-010, 2019-I-021, 2019-I-022, 2019-I-023, 2019-I-024, 2019-I-

027, 2019-I-032) are all complaints against the same licensee. 

 

 

Cases Received During Calendar Year 2021 

 

Case Number Violation Decision 

Involving 

Sexual 

Misconduct 

2021-I-001 Unprofessional Conduct Dismissed No 

2021-I-002 Unprofessional Conduct Dismissed No 

2021-I-003 Criminal Conviction  Final Consent Order No 

2021-I-004 Unlicensed Individual Dismissed No 

2021-I-005 Violation of Consent Order Letter of Concern No 

2021-I-006 Improper 

billing/Documentation  

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

No 

2021-I-007 Unprofessional Conduct Letter of Concern No 

2021-I008 Sexual Misconduct Letter of Concern Yes 

2021-I-009 
Unlicensed Individual 

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

No 

2021-I-010 Substance Abuse Dismissed No 

2021-I-011 Unprofessional Conduct Dismissed No 

2021-I-012 Medical Malpractice Claim Letter of Concern No 

2021-I-013 
Sexual Misconduct 

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

Yes 

2021-I-014 Unprofessional Conduct Dismissed No 

2021-I-015 Substance Abuse Letter of Concern No 
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2021-I-016 
Substance Abuse 

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

No 

2021-I-017  Unprofessional Conduct Dismissed No 

2021-I-018 License Renewal Audit  Final Board Order No 

2021-I-019 License Renewal Audit  Final Board Order No 

2021-I-020 Substance Abuse Letter of Concern No 

2021-I-021 
Sexual Misconduct 

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

Yes 

2021-I-022 Improper 

Billing/Documentation 
Final Consent Order 

No 

2021-I-023 
Sexual Misconduct 

Dismissed as of 

12/31/2021 

Yes 

2021-I-024 Expired License Final Consent Order No 

2021-I-025 Improper 

Billing/Documentation  

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

No 

2021-I-026 Improper  

Billing /Documentation  

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

No 

2021-I-027 
Substance Abuse 

Pending as of 

12/31/2021 

No 

 
NOTE: Sexual Misconduct: 4 complaints received in calendar year 2021 and investigated in 2021. Of the four 
received, one was dismissed, one was closed with a letter of concern, and two were still pending as of 12/31/2022. 

 

5. Record of the proceedings of the Board During the Year, 2021 

 
See Appendix A. 
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*Public Comment (Rule 105.H., La R.S. 42: 14) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
State of Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 

Regular Board Meeting 

January 27, 2021 

 
1:00 pm Call to Order  

  Approve Agenda* 

 

1:05 pm Request for Reconsideration 
Gretchen Duplantis (License No. 04772F) in the matter of 2014-I-004, 2019-I-002, and 

2020-I-006. 

 

Executive Session   

  Discussion of the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health  

  of a licensee and investigative proceedings regarding allegations of misconduct. 

 

3:05 pm Approve Minutes* 

 

3:15 pm Officer Reports 

  Chairman Report 

Treasurer’s Report 

  Executive Director’s Report 

 

3:30 pm Committee Reports 

  CEU Committee 

  Rules Committee 

  Legislative Task Force 

  Education & Outreach Committee 

 

3:45 pm 2021-2022 Annual Budget Proposal* 

 

4:30 pm Legal Report 

 

5:30 pm Unfinished Business 

  PT Minimum Data Set Question Addition* 

 

6:00pm  New Business 

  Advisory Committee 2021* 

  Potential IT Solutions* 

  Officer Elections* 

 

6:45pm  Public Comment 

 

7:00pm  Adjourn 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 

Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 

Governor 
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

January 27, 2021 

APPROVED 
 
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on January 27, 2021 held virtually.  
A quorum of members were present including Interim Chairman, Judith Halverson, Interim Secretary/Treasurer, 
Kathryn “Katie” Brittain, Meredith Warner, John Marius, Tyra Mitchell, and Oday Lavergne. Board member Philip 
Page was present for New Business. Charlotte Martin, Executive Director, Celia Cangelosi, Prosecuting Attorney, 
and Jim Raines, General Counsel were present. Members of the Advisory Committee were present including Marie 
Vazquez Morgan and Ben McRae.  Members of the public were present, including Rudy Gomez, and licensees 
Monique Serpas, David Qualls, Cristina Faucheux, Brandon Brackeen and Amanda Brewer.  Present for a portion 
of the meeting were licensee Gretchen Duplantis and her attorney Heather Duplantis, Robert “Bobby” Odinet, 
Hearing Officer, Court Reporter Kim Taylor, and Assistant Executive Director of the Board, Jessica Alwell.  
 
Interim Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Oday Lavergne moved to amend the agenda Legal Report to add that 
Celia Cangelosi will report on a request to release documents from seal related to the Kevin Bias decision. John 
Marius seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved the amendment to the agenda. 
 
The board members reviewed a request for consideration by licensee Gretchen Duplantis for her board order 2014-
I-004, 2019-I-002, and 2020-I-006. 
 
Tyra Mitchell moved that the board enter executive session for discussion of the character, professional competence, 
or physical or mental health of licensee Gretchen Duplantis. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board 
members voted and unanimously approved to go into executive session. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to exit executive session. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved to exit executive session. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to deny the request of Gretchen Duplantis to lift the requirement in the findings of fact and 
conclusion of law dated April 26, 2016 in Case Number 2014-I-004 that she have continuous supervision as defined 
by Board Rule #123. Katie Brittain seconded the motion. Brandon Brackeen with Bone and Joint Physical Therapy 
made a public comment about Gretchen Duplantis and his disagreement with the motion. The board members voted 
and unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to grant the request of Gretchen Duplantis for reconsideration and modify the findings of 
fact and conclusions of law of Board Order dated November 20, 2020 in Case Number 2019-I-002 and 2020-I-006 
stating that one year suspension shall be effective as of September 24, 2020.  Katie Brittain seconded the motion. 
The board members voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to approve the minutes from the December 3, 2020 board meeting. Tyra Mitchell seconded 
the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved the minutes as drafted. 
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Officer Reports 
 
Interim Secretary/Treasurer presented the Treasurer’s Report to the Board. 
 
Executive Director, Charlotte Martin provided a report to the board consisting of the following updates. 

• Next live Jurisprudence virtual offerings will be February 25, 2021 and at the LPTA Spring Symposium. 
 
 
Licenses Issued from August 21, 2020 through November 30, 2020 

Total: 16 
PTs: 12 

 New Grads: 1 
 Provisionals: 1 
 Reinstatement 2 
 Reciprocity: 8 

PTAs: 4 
 New Grads: 3 
 Provisionals: 0 
 Reinstatement: 1 
 Reciprocity: 0 

 
Complaints Summary 
As of January 27, 2021, last reported numbers were from 11/27/2020 
 
Currently open on licensees: 17 

• Boundaries: 10 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 3 
• Substance Abuse: 1 
• Malpractice: 2 
• Currently open on non-licensees: 1 

 
Complaints Received: 3 
Informal Conferences: 1 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 0 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 2 
Closed Cases: 0 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 
2021 – 2022 annual budget proposal 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to approve the 2021-2022 annual budget as presented and discussed at the board meeting. 
Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. Public comment was request. There was no public comment. The board 
members voted and unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Interim Secretary/Treasurer Katie Brittain provided the following report on behalf of the CEU committee: 
  

Total Courses Reviewed 479 



Louisiana Physical Therapy Board Minutes                              January 27, 2021 

P a g e  3  o f  4  

 Total Courses Approved 478 
  
 Traditional 63  Clinical   459 
 Web-based 415  Administrative  10 
 Hybrid  0  Ethics   9 
 
Denial: 1 course denied by committee due to course submission documentation not meeting a minimum of 1 hour 
requirement. 
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 3.4 Days 
 
Oday Lavergne provided a report on behalf of the Rules committee. 
 
Tyra Mitchell provided a report on behalf of the Legislative Task Force. 
 
Katie Brittain provided a report on behalf of the Education & Outreach committee. Katie requested that the board 
change the name of the committee to the Operations & Outreach committee. The board members agreed and asked 
that the staff update the handbook with the name and duties of this committee. 
 
Legal Report 
 
Celia Cangelosi updated the board on a request by the Attorney General that was received by the Board office to 
remove the seal from the Kevin Bias court documents. The board members unanimously agreed with Celia’s 
suggestion that the board would not oppose the unsealing of the documents, as long as Kevin Bias was not opposed 
to removing the seal. 
 
Jim Raines reported to the board that he would be working with the Executive Director, Charlotte Martin, on a 
series of recorded trainings that will be available on-demand to board members, advisory committee members and 
board staff. 
 
Unfinished Business 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to keep the PT MDS question, “What is your entry-level degree in physical therapy degree?” 
and to add the question, “Do you hold other degrees that are not directly related to physical therapy?” and to include 
a dropdown menu, as well as an “other” text field. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. Amanda Brewer offered 
public comment in agreement with the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
The board took a 5 minute recess at 4:42pm. 
 
New Business 
 
Katie Brittain moved to appoint Michael Laudadio and Lindsey Robinson to the Advisory Committee to begin 
service January 28, 2021.Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. Amanda Brewer offered public comment and asked 
if the board could consider consultative role versus an advisory role for the members. Oday Lavergne called the 
question. John Marius seconded. The board members voted and unanimously approved to stop discussion and vote 
on the pending motion.  Judith Halverson, Katie Brittain, Oday Lavergne, Tyra Mitchell, John Marius, and Dr. 
Warner were in favor of the motion. Phil Page abstained because he joined the meeting mid-discussion. No board 
members were opposed to the motion. The motion carries. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to amend the agenda to allow discussion about a letter that licensee Jaime Caillet, PT, DPT, 
OCS, Assistant Professor, Doctor of Physical Therapy Program at Franciscan Missionaries of Our Lady University 
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submitted to the board regarding the instruction of dry needling to Doctor of Physical Therapy students in Louisiana. 
Katie Brittain seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved amending the agenda.  
 
Interim Chairman, Judith Halverson directed the Rules Committee to take Ms. Caillet’s letter under consideration. 
 
Dr. Warner moved to authorize the Executive Director to enter into a contract not to exceed $49,000 with an IT 
company to provide remote support for remote meetings and other IT support needs. General Counsel is authorized 
to review and approve the contract. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved the motion. 
 
Phil Page moved to nominate Judith Halverson as Chairman of the Board for the calendar year 2021. Oday Lavergne 
close nominations. Dr. Warner seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved. With 
no other nominations, Judith Halverson was elected by the board to serve as Chairman of the Board in 2021. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to nominate Katie Brittain as Secretary/Treasurer of the Board for the calendar year 2021. 
Oday Lavergne close nominations.  Phil Page seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously 
approved. With no other nominations, Katie Brittain was elected by the board to serve as Secretary/Treasurer in 
2021. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Phil Page moved to adjourn the meeting.  Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion.  The board voted and unanimously 
approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 6:10pm.  
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State of Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 

Regular Board Meeting 

February 17, 2021 

 

In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or 

video conference based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency 

and the agenda of the meeting will be limited to one or more of the following:  

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and 

are critical to the health, safety, or welfare of the public. (b) Matters that if they are delayed will 

cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic dislocation and hardship. (c) 

Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to 

be postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a 

legal requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding 

officer should not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting 

unless the members of the body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters 

by a two-thirds vote.  

 

Zoom Link: Click Here 

Zoom Password: 843634 

 
1:00 pm Call to Order  

  Approve Agenda* 

 

1:05 pm Request for Amendment to Interim Consent Agreement and Board Order 
Jose Garcia Interim Consent Agreement and Board Order (2018-I-036). (License No. 

A09801). Possible amendment to Interim Consent Order for a different evaluator. 

 

Executive Session 

To discussion the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health  

 of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) 

 

2:00 pm Approve Minutes* 

 

2:10 pm Officer Reports 

  Executive Director Updates 

 

2:15pm  Committee Reports* 

  Continuing Education Committee 

Rules Committee: Rule Changes and Other Recommendations for Consideration 

  

6:45pm  Public Comment 

 

7:00pm  Adjourn 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 

Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 

Governor 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83173481666?pwd=ZzZMeEphMVRiMndyb2JHOWwvYktuUT09
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

February 17, 2021 

APPROVED 
 
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on February 17, 2021 held virtually.  
A quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” 
Brittain (arrived at 1:11pm), Meredith Warner, John Marius, Tyra Mitchell (arrived at 2:00pm), Phillip “Phil” Page, 
and Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, Executive Director, Assistant Executive Director of the Board, Jessica 
Alwell. Celia Cangelosi, Prosecuting Attorney, and Jim Raines, General Counsel were present. Members of the 
Advisory Committee were present including Marie Vazquez Morgan, Chris Franks, and Michael Hildebrand.  
Members of the public were present, including licensee Cristina Faucheux, Rudy Gomez, Rebecca Fails, Jill 
Stewart, Zach Varn, Jaime Caillet, April Graham, Sam Werner, Matthew Clark, Sydney Babineaux, Billy Foret, 
Trey Pellerin, Bart Jones, Courtney Blanchard Brown. Present for a portion of the meeting were licensee Jose Garcia 
and his attorney Nick Cusimano.  
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Phil Page moved to approve the agenda. Oday Lavergne seconded the 
motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved the agenda. 
 
The board members reviewed a request for consideration by licensee Jose Garcia to revise his interim consent 
agreement and board order (2018-I-036).  
 
Oday Lavergne moved that the board enter executive session for discussion of the character, professional 
competence, or physical or mental health of licensee Jose Garcia. John Marius seconded the motion. The board 
members voted and unanimously approved to go into executive session. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to exit executive session. John Marius seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved to exit executive session. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to deny the request of Jose Garcia to revise the Interim Consent Agreement and Board Order 
to allow him to be evaluated by a board-approved provider rather than having to undergo an inpatient psychosexual 
evaluation and sexual addiction evaluation at a facility approved by the board. John Marius seconded the motion. 
The board members voted and approved the motion. All board members voted in favor of the motion, with the 
exception of Phil Page who abstained from the vote. 
 
Chairman Halverson moved to approve the minutes from the January 27, 2021 board meeting. The board members 
voted and unanimously approved the minutes as drafted. 
 
Officer Reports 
 
Executive Director, Charlotte Martin provided a report to the board consisting of the following updates. 
 
Licenses Issued from January 22, 2021 through February 11, 2021 

Total: 16 
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PTs: 8 
 New Grads: 4 
 Reinstatement: 1 
 Reciprocity: 3 

PTAs: 8 
 New Grads: 5 
 Reciprocity: 3 

 
Complaints Summary 
As of January 27, 2021 
 
Currently open on licensees: 18 

• Boundaries: 10 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 3 
• Substance Abuse: 1 
• Malpractice: 2 
• Currently open on non-licensees: 1 

 
Complaints Received: 1 
Informal Conferences: 1 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 0 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 2 
Closed Cases: 0 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 
Committee Reports 
  

Total Courses Reviewed 168 
 Total Courses Approved 167 
  
 Traditional 15  Clinical   160 
 Web-based 149  Administrative  5 
 Hybrid  3  Ethics   2 
 
Denial: 1 course denied by committee due to course submission documentation not meeting standards for course 
content.  
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 3 Days 
 
The Rules committee presented proposed changes to the Rules. Oday Lavergne moved to accept the Rules Report 
as revised during the meeting. Phil Page seconded the motion. Bart Jones provided public comment. The board 
voted and unanimously approved the Rules changes. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Tyra Mitchell moved to adjourn the meeting. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion.  The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 6:45pm.  
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State of Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 
Regular Board Meeting 

March 10, 2021 
 

In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or 
video conference based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the 
agenda of the meeting will be limited to one or more of the following: 
 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are 
critical to the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 
dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to 
be postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a 
legal requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding 
officer should not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless 
the members of the body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a 
two-thirds vote. 

 
Zoom Registration: Click Here 
 
1:00 pm Call to Order  
  Approve Agenda 
 
1:05 pm Executive Session 

To discussion potential litigation involving injunction against non-licensee pursuant to La 
R.S. 42: §17(A)(2) 

 
2:00 pm Approve Minutes 
 
2:10 pm Special Program 
  SSA Consultant’s Report: Organizational Assessment 

 
5:00pm  Committee Reports 

Rules Committee: Rule Changes for Consideration 
  
5:30pm  New Business 
  Other states are administering the COVID-19 vaccine, with provisions.  

6:00pm  Public Comment 
 
6:30pm  Adjourn 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 
Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 
Governor 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAkdemrpj0jHtNp2dqdYondYeKqTz6LnpR7
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

March 10, 2021 

APPROVED 
 
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on March 10, 2021 held virtually.  
A quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” 
Brittain, Meredith Warner, John Marius, Tyra Mitchell (arrived at 2:00pm), Philip “Phil” Page, and Oday Lavergne. 
Charlotte Martin, Executive Director; Jessica Alwell, Assistant Executive Director of the Board; and Jim Raines, 
General Counsel were present. Michael Laudadio was present from the Advisory Committee.  Members of the 
public were present, including licensee Cristina Faucheux and David Qualls, as well as Rudy Gomez, Consultant 
for SSA Consultants.  
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Oday Lavergne moved to approve the agenda. Phil Page seconded the 
motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved the agenda. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved that the board enter executive session to discuss potential litigation involving injunction 
against non-licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(2). Phil Page seconded the motion. The board members voted 
and unanimously approved to go into executive session. 
 
Phil Page moved to exit executive session. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved to exit executive session. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved authorize General Counsel, Jim Raines to have a discussion with the Attorney General’s 
Office, to determine the appropriateness of sending a Cease and Desist Order to this individual, and to contact other 
licensing boards to discuss this individual’s unlicensed activity. Dr. Meredith Warner seconded the motion. The 
board members voted approved the motion. All board members voted in favor of the motion, with the exception of 
Tyra Mitchell who was not present for the discussion. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to approve the minutes from the February 17, 2021 board meeting.  Phil Page seconded the 
motion.  The board members voted and unanimously approved the minutes as drafted. 
 
Special Program 
 
Rudy Gomez provided a presentation of strategic assessment results utilizing all information and stakeholder input 
gathered throughout the assessment activities with general observations and recommendations. This summary of 
assessment results will serve as a jumping off point for a facilitated leadership planning session at a future date. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
The Rules committee recommended additional changes to rule. 
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Oday Lavergne moved to remove the language “to stimulate trigger points in a patient’s body” from the definition 
of dry needling in Rule (LAC 46: §123). John Marius seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in favor 
of the motion. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to change update the titles of “center coordinator clinical education” to “site coordinator of 
clinical education” and to update the title “academic coordinator clinical education” to “director of clinical 
education” in Rule (LAC 46: §195). Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in favor of the 
motion.  
 
Oday Lavergne moved to add the requirement of completing the Minimum Data Set survey as part of the renewal 
application in Rule (LAC 46: §181). Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in favor of the 
motion. 
 
Phil Page moved to add the requirement of completing the Minimum Data Set survey as part of the reinstatement 
application in Rule (LAC 46: §187.B.&E.). Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously in 
favor of the motion. 
 
New Business 
The board members acknowledged that other states have authorized physical therapists and unlicensed individuals 
to administer the COVID-19 vaccine, with appropriate training and other provisions. The board determined that 
they will need to be prepared to recommend training, should physical therapists in Louisiana become authorized 
vaccine administrators. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to adjourn the meeting. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion.  The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 3:45pm.  
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State of Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 
Regular Board Meeting 

April 14, 2021 
 

In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or 
video conference based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the 
agenda of the meeting will be limited to one or more of the following: 
 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are 
critical to the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 
dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to 
be postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a 
legal requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding 
officer should not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless 
the members of the body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a 
two-thirds vote. 

 
Zoom Registration: Click Here 
 
1:00 pm Call to Order  
  Approve Agenda 
 
1:05 pm Executive Session 

To discussion the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of a 
licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) 
 

2:05 pm Approve Minutes 
 
2:15 pm Treasurer’s Report 
  Proposed Budget Amendment -  2020-2021  

 
3:00pm  Online Training 

An Overview of Trauma’s Impact on Boundary Violation Investigations 
 
4:00pm  Adjourn 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 
Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 
Governor 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAsd-mvpzsuHtZF96eRjWydEz4BDDqwsrsl
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

April 14, 2021 

APPROVED 
 
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on April 14, 2021 held virtually.  A 
quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” 
Brittain, John Marius, Tyra Mitchell, Philip “Phil” Page, and Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, Executive Director; 
Jessica Alwell, Assistant Executive Director; and Jim Raines, General Counsel were present. Members of the public 
were present, including licensee Cristina Faucheux.  
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:00 pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Oday Lavergne moved to amend the agenda to move Executive Session 
to 4:00pm and to add new business after Executive Session to discuss the RPTP program review and the RPTP 
program manager contract. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously 
approved the agenda. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to approve the minutes from the March 2021 board meeting.  Phil Page seconded the motion.  
The board members voted and unanimously approved the minutes as drafted. 
 
Committee Reports 
 
Katie Brittain provided an update from the CE committee. The average turn-around time for course approval was 2 
days, approving 96 courses total (11 traditional and 85 web-based; 92 clinical, 2 administrative and 2 ethics). 
 
Oday Lavergne provided an update form the Rules committee, including a timeline for the next steps in the 
rulemaking process. The Occupational Licensing Review Commission approved the LPTB rule changes and the 
next deadline is April 20th with the Legislative Fiscal Office. 
 
Katie Brittain provided an update form the Operations and Outreach committee to inform the board members of the 
pending deliverables of the Organizational Assessment from SSA. Katie Brittain also provided a recommendation 
to the board regarding changes to the board’s investigative process. Katie Brittain m oved to accept the committee 
recommendations to improve the board’s investigative processes, beginning phase 1 immediately and reporting to 
the board in 6 months with recommendations for additional changes to the process, if any. Also, effective 
immediately, all dismissal decisions shall be brought to the board for approval, effective immediately. Tyra Mitchell 
seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Katie Brittain provided a treasurer’s report to the board members regarding 3rd quarter fiscal 
year performance, year-to-date performance and year-to-date performance compared to the annual budget. The 
actual income received by the board for the fiscal year, as of March 31, 2021 is $152,000 higher than budgeted and 
the actual expenses of the board year-to-date (July 1, 2020 – March 31, 2021) are $133,000 lower than budgeted, 
resulting in over $285,000 in positive net income for the fiscal year, as of March 31, 2021. 
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Secretary/Treasurer Katie Brittain presented potential website improvements, including a private and secure portal 
to access background check information, review board meeting materials, a reporting tool for complaint data, and 
a portal to store and access board member resources. To implement the changes, the board would exceed the amount 
that was approved to pay the website company in the fiscal year 2020-2021. Katie Brittain moved to accept the 
proposal from the website company to make these improvements in fiscal year 2020-2021. Oday Lavergne seconded 
the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved the proposals from the website company. 
 
Special Program 
 
All presented participated in the training, “An Overview of Trauma’s Impact on Boundary Violation Investigations” 
to meet the requirement of La R.S. 37:2405.D.(2), which requires training of all board members and staff members 
in effective communication with complainants, particularly members of vulnerable populations who allege 
mistreatment by licensees. 
 
Executive Session 
 
Oday Lavergne moved that the board enter executive session to discuss the character, professional competence, or 
physical or mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1). Phil Page seconded the motion. The board 
members voted and unanimously approved to go into executive session. 
 
Phil Page moved to exit executive session. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved to exit executive session. 
 
Katie Brittain moved to accept the Participation Agreement for J.C. to enter into the confidential recovery physical 
therapy program of the board. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously 
approved the motion. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to accept the Interim Consent Agreement in case #2021I003 for Christopher Blackstone, 
License Number PT05051. John Marius seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved 
the motion. 
 
New Business 
Kathie Pohlman presented recommendations for the board-recognized provider list for evaluators and treatment. 
Katie Brittain moved to accept the updated recommendations from the RPTP manager as our board-recognized 
provider list for evaluators and treatment. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board members unanimously 
approved. 
 
Katie Brittain reported on the annual performance evaluation of the Recovering Physical Therapy Program (RPTP) 
manager, Kathie Pohlman. 
 
Katie Brittain moved to enter into a contract with Kathie Pohlman as the manager of the RPTP program for the 
fiscal year 2022 (July 1, 2021 – June 30, 2022) at an hourly rate of $110 per hour. Tyra Mitchell seconded the 
motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to adjourn the meeting. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion.  The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 5:45pm.  



2110 W Pinhook Rd, Ste 202 | Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 | Phone (337) 262-1043 | Fax (337) 262-1054 | www.laptboard.org | 
info@laptboard.org 

*Public Comment (Rule 105.H., La R.S. 42: 14) 

 
 
 

 
 

 
State of Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 

Regular Board Meeting 

May 12, 2021 
 

In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or video 

conference based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the agenda of the 

meeting will be limited to one or more of the following: 

 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are critical to 

the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 

dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to be 

postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a legal 

requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding officer should 

not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless the members of the 

body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a two-thirds vote. 

 

Zoom Registration: Click Here 

 
1:00 pm Call to Order  

  Approve Agenda 

 

1:05 pm Executive Session 

To discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of a 

licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Compliant Cases # 2021I005, 

2021I001, and 2021I004. 

 

1:45 pm Approve Minutes 

 

  

1:50pm  Special Program: Board Device Training/Orientation 

 

2:00pm  Special Program: Facilitated Leadership Planning Session, SSA Consultants 

 

4:45pm  Public Comment  

 

5:00pm  Adjourn 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 

Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 

Governor 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0vdeiorTIiHN1P2SvvKUMfYAUjX9J-kGRw
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6Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

May 12, 2021 

APPROVED 
 
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on May 12, 2021 held in person at 
SSA Consultants’ Baton Rouge office and virtually via Zoom.  A quorum of members were present including 
Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” Brittain, John Marius, Tyra Mitchell, Philip 
“Phil” Page, Oday Lavergne, and Dr. Meredith Warner. Charlotte Martin, Executive Director; Jessica Alwell, 
Assistant Executive Director; Stephanie Boudreaux, CEU Specialist/Compliance Officer; Jim Raines, General 
Counsel; and Celia Cangelosi, Board Attorney were present. Members of the public were present, including 
Advisory Committee member Lindsey Robinson, three consultants from Duo Supra, and Sara Fontenot of Hub 
Enterprises.  
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:02 pm. 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Phil Page moved to approve the agenda. Oday Lavergne seconded the 
motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved the agenda. 
 
Phil Page voted to enter Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental 
health of licensees pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1). Katie Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved entering Executive Session. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to exit Executive Session. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved exiting Executive Session. 
 
Phil Page moved to authorize the Investigative Committee to draft a letter of concern to the respondent in complaint 
2021-I-005 and thereafter close the case. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously 
approved. 
 
Phil Page moved to adopt the board order presented by board counsel regarding complaint 2021-I-004 which will 
be signed by the board chair. Katie Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Phil Page moved to approve the April minutes as written. Dr. Warner seconded the motion. The board voted and 
approved the April minutes as written. 
 
SPECIAL PROGRAM 
The board member participated in a training and orientation of new board laptops for the purpose of increased 
security and confidentiality in board work. 
 
SPECIAL PROGRAM 
The board participated in a facilitated leadership planning session with SSA Consultants.  
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EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to adjust the agenda to enter Executive Session to discuss the character, professional 
competence, or physical or mental health of licensees pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1). Katie Brittain seconded 
the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved adjusting the agenda. 
 
In accordance with La R.S. 42:19(A)(1)(b)(iv), due to an extraordinary emergency related to a court ruling that 
occurred today, on May 12, 2021, the Board unanimously voted to go into executive session in order to discuss 
strategy related to ongoing investigation involving the Board in their matter entitled State of Louisiana vs. Philippe 
Aloysius Veeters, No. DC-19-07235, 19th JDC, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to exit Executive Session. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved exiting Executive Session.  
 
Phil Page moved to authorize Celia Cangelosi, Board Attorney, to take a writ from the court’s ruling today in the 
matter of State vs. Philipe Aloyisius Veeters Docket# DC-19-07235. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The 
board voted and unanimously approved. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Tyra Mitchell moved to adjourn the meeting. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted unanimously to 
adjourn the meeting. The board meeting was adjourned at 4:54pm.  
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State of Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 

Regular Board Meeting 

June 30, 2021 
 

In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or video 

conference based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the agenda of the 

meeting will be limited to one or more of the following: 

 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are critical to 

the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 

dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to be 

postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a legal 

requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding officer should 

not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless the members of the 

body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a two-thirds vote. 

 

Zoom Registration: Click Here 

 
1:00 pm Call to Order  

  Approve Agenda 

 

1:05 pm Executive Session 

To discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of a 

licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Compliant Cases #2021I001 

and #2020I019.  

 

In accordance with La R.S. 42:19(A)(1)(b)(iii)(aa) to discuss pending litigation involving 

the Board in their matter entitled State of Louisiana vs. Veeters, No. DC-19-07235, 19th 

JDC, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana. 

 

2:00 pm Approve Minutes 

  

2:05pm  Officer Reports 

  Chairman 

  Secretary/Treasurer 

  Executive Director 

 

2:15pm  Committee Reports 

  CEU  

  Rules  

  Legislative Task Force – ACT No. 399 

  Operations and Outreach  

  

3:00pm  Special Programs: SSA Recommendations 

 

 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 

Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 

Governor 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZYlfu2rqDkoGNW3TK72vTFw7wJH9YRMnBzt
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4:00pm  Public Hearing – Louisiana Physical Therapy Board Rules 

In accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act, La. R.S. 49:950 et seq., and by the 

authority granted to the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board as set forth in La. R.S. 

37:2405, a public hearing will be held to afford all interested persons reasonable 

opportunity to submit data, views, comments or argument relative to the proposed 

amendments to the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board Professional and Occupational 

Standards, including the following: LAC 46: LIV § 115, 121, 123, 145, 147, 151, 153, 

155, 157, 159, 169, 171,175, 180, 181, 183, 185, 187, 194, 195, 199, 303, 309, 311, 319, 

325, 331, 333, 337, 341, 345, 357, 387, 392, 396 and 397. The proposed amendments 

may be viewed at the following link: Microsoft Word - May 2021 TOC (la.gov) 
 

4:45pm  Unfinished Business  

  Board Devices 

 

4:50pm  New Business 

  LPTA Meeting Booth and Jurisprudence 

 

4:55pm  Public Comment  

 

5:00pm  Adjournment  

https://www.doa.la.gov/media/ymql05n5/2105.pdf
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

June 30, 2021 

APPROVED 
 
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on June 30, 2021 held virtually.  A 
quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” 
Brittain (arrived at 1:11pm), John Marius, Phillip “Phil” Page, and Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, Executive 
Director, Assistant Executive Director of the Board, Jessica Alwell were present. Celia Cangelosi, Prosecuting 
Attorney, and Jim Raines, General Counsel were present. Members of the Advisory Committee were present 
including Marie Vazquez Morgan, Chris Franks, and Jon “Jeremy” Dye.  Members of the public were present, 
including licensee Cristina Faucheux, Rudy Gomez, SSA Consultants, licensee Jaime Caillet, and Duo Supra IT 
support members: William Olson, Paula Servin, and Nate Sousek. 
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:08 pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Phil Page moved to approve the agenda. Oday Lavergne seconded the 
motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved the agenda. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved that the board enter executive session to discuss to discuss the character, professional 
competence, or physical or mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Complaint 
Cases # 2021I001 and 2020I019, as well as pending litigation involving the Board in their matter entitled State of 
Louisiana vs. Veeters, No. DC-19-07235, 19th JDC, Parish of East Baton Rouge, State of Louisiana. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to exit executive session. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved to exit executive session. 
 
Phil Page moved to dismiss Case 2021-I-001. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board members voted and 
unanimously approved.  
 
Phil Page moved to accept the Consent Order agreement for licensee Chasity Popillion, Physical Therapist License 
Number 09186. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved.  
 
The board reviewed the minutes from the May 12, 2021 meeting. Oday Lavergne moved to accept the minutes as 
written. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved the minutes as written. 
 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
Secretary/Treasurer Katie Brittain updated the board on the financials for April and May 2021. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Executive Director Charlotte Martin updated the board on the FY 2021-2022 website proposal priorities. 
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 Mrs. Martin then provided a report to the board consisting of the following updates. 
 
Licenses Issued from May 11, 2021 through June 28, 2021 

Total: 91 
PTs: 82 

 New Grads: 17 
 Reinstatement: 1 
 Reciprocity: 10 
 Provisional: 54 

PTAs: 9 
 Provisional: 7 
 Reciprocity: 2 

 
Complaints Summary 
 
Currently open on licensees: 20 

• Boundaries: 12 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 3 
• Substance Abuse: 0 
• Malpractice: 0 
• Unprofessional Conduct: 1 
• Criminal Conviction: 1 
• Previous Disciplinary Action: 1 
• Currently open on non-licensees: 3 

 
Complaints Received: 2 
Informal Conferences: 0 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 0 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 3 
Closed Cases: 1 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
  

Total Courses Reviewed 98 
 Total Courses Approved 98 
  
 Traditional 20  Clinical   91 
 Web-based 77  Administrative  4 
 Hybrid  1  Ethics   3 
 
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 3 Days 
 
 
There were no updates from the Rules Committee or the Operations and Outreach Committee. 
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General Counsel of the Board, Jim Raines presented on behalf of the Legislative Task Force regarding Act 399. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to authorize the Executive Director of the Board and the General Counsel of the Board to 
enter into discussion with the Attorney General’s Office regarding an interest in potentially entering into a contract 
for services related to Act No. 399. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 

SPECIAL PROGRAM 
Rudy Gomez with SSA Consultants presented a final report on the Organizational Assessment. 
 
 
Phil Page moved to move Unfinished Business up to 3:25 on the agenda. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The 
board voted and unanimously approved. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Executive Director Charlotte Martin and William Olson and Nate Sousek from Duo Supra presented to the board 
about the new board devices. 
 
 
Phil moved to agenda the agenda to move up new business to 3:48. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board 
voted and unanimously approved. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Phil Page moved to authorize the purchase a Booth at the LPTA meeting for $500 to hand out updated Practice Act 
and Rule booklets, an information sheet about the Rule changes, and to answer questions about the Rule changes. 
Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 

PUBLIC HEARING 
The board offered the opportunity to hear comments from the public regarding the rules that were submitted to the 
State Register for approval. There were no public comments on the rules. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to close the window for public comment on the rules. Phil Page seconded the motion. The 
board voted and unanimously approved. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Phil Page moved to adjourn the meeting. Katie Brittain seconded the motion.  The board voted and unanimously 
approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 4:15pm.  
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State of Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 
Regular Board Meeting 

August 11, 2021 
 
Location: Zoom* 
Zoom Registration: Click Here 
 
1:00 pm Call to Order  
  Approve Agenda 
 
1:05 pm Executive Session 

To discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of a 
licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Compliant Cases #2020I017 
and #2019-I-018.  
 
To discussion potential litigation involving injunction against a non-licensee pursuant to 
La R.S. 42: §17(A)(2). 
 

2:10 pm Approve Minutes 
  
2:15pm  Officer Reports 
  Chairman 
  Secretary/Treasurer 
  Executive Director 
 
4:15pm  Committee Reports 
  CEU  
  Rules  
  Legislative Task Force  
  Operations and Outreach  
  
5:00pm  Task Force Reports 
  Discipline Task Force 
  IT Task Force 
  Office Facility and Real Estate Task Force 
  Public Policy and Government Relations Task Force 
 
5:15pm  Unfinished Business 
  Jurisprudence and Booth at APTA-LA: COVID Update 
 
5:20pm  New Business 
 
5:25pm  Public Comment 
 
5:30pm  Adjourn

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 
Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 
Governor 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0tf-2spjMuHNLWDJXDMxwhNBoCjJB9boP_
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*In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or video conference 
based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the agenda of the meeting will be 
limited to one or more of the following: 
 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are critical to 
the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 
dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to be 
postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a legal 
requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding officer should 
not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless the members of the 
body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a two-thirds vote. 
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

August 11, 2021 

APPROVED 
  
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on August 11, 2021 held virtually.  
A quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” 
Brittain (arrived at 1:06 pm), John Marius, Dr. Meredith Warner, and Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, Executive 
Director, Assistant Executive Director of the Board, Jessica Alwell, and Licensing Analyst, Danielle Linzer were 
present. Celia Cangelosi, Prosecuting Attorney, and Jim Raines, General Counsel were present. Members of the 
Advisory Committee were present including Jason Douglas.  Members of the public were present, including Duo 
Supra IT support member: William Olson. 
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:01pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Oday Lavergne moved to amend the agenda to move case #2019-I-018 
to be discussed in open session. John Marius seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously 
approved the agenda. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved that the board enter executive session to discuss the character, professional competence, or 
physical or mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Compliant Case #2020-I-
017. To discussion potential litigation involving injunction against a non-licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(2). 
Dr. Warner seconded the motion. The board members voted and unanimously approved. The board members moved 
into Executive Session. 
 
Dr. Warner moved to exit Executive Session. Secretary/Treasurer Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted 
and approved. 
 
Dr. Warner moved to accept the Consent Order agreement for licensee Christian Stafford, Physical Therapist 
License Number 08847 in response to case #2020-I-017. John Marius seconded the motion.  
 
Oday Lavergne moved to amend the Consent Order so that all reimbursement for costs will be paid in full within 
120 days. Chairman Halverson seconded the motion. The board voted and the amendment failed. 
 
The board voted on Consent Order agreement for licensee Christian Stafford, Physical Therapist License Number 
08847 in response to case #2020-I-017. All voted aye except for Oday Lavergne who voted nay. The Consent Order 
was approved. 
 
Charlotte Martin presented the investigative committee’s recommendation to dismiss case #2019-I-018. Oday 
Lavergne moved to accept the recommendation to dismiss. John Marius seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  
 
The board reviewed the Minutes from the June 30, 2021 meeting. Oday Lavergne moved to accept the Minutes as 
written. Secretary/Treasurer Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved the minutes 
as written. 
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OFFICER REPORTS 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain updated the board on the financials since the last meeting. The board was also updated 
on the end of the year FY 2020-2021 report. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
Executive Director Charlotte Martin presented to the board regarding foreign-trained physical therapists seeking 
licensure via reciprocity. 
 
Dr. Warner moved that the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board recognize the state of Texas’ physical therapy initial 
licensure requirements for foreign-educated physical therapists as substantially equivalent to Louisiana’s initial 
licensure requirements. Secretary/Treasurer Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted and all voted aye except 
Oday Lavergne voted nay. The motion passed. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain moved that New York’s initial licensure requirements for foreign-educated physical 
therapists are not substantially equivalent to Louisiana’s initial licensure requirements for foreign-educated physical 
therapists. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Chairman Halverson moved to authorize the application review committee review licensure applications, as 
necessary, and bring recommendations to the Board, as necessary. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board 
voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Dr. Warner moved to direct Celia Cangelosi to apply Rule 199 (LAC 46: LIV §199) language that will be effective 
on August 20, 2021 retroactively for the three individuals who were non-compliant with the 2021 CEU Audit. 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Mrs. Martin then provided a report to the board consisting of the following updates. 
 
Licenses Issued from May 11, 2021 through June 28, 2021 

Total:  
PTs: 10 

 Reciprocity: 5 
 Provisional: 5 

PTAs: 31 
 Provisional: 4 
 Reciprocity: 2 
 New Grad: 25 

 
Complaints Summary 
 
Currently open on licensees: 19 

• Boundaries: 12 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 2 
• Substance Abuse: 1 
• Malpractice: 0 
• Unprofessional Conduct: 2 
• Criminal Conviction: 1 
• Previous Disciplinary Action: 1 
• Currently open on non-licensees: 3 
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Complaints Received: 1 
Informal Conferences: 2 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 0 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 1 
Closed Cases: 2 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CEU Committee 
  

Total Courses Reviewed: 46  
 Total Courses Approved: 46  
  
 Traditional: 22  Clinical:  46 
 Web-based: 24  Administrative:  0 
 Hybrid:  0  Ethics:   0 
 
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 5 Days 
 
 
The CEU committee presented a request from a course sponsor requesting a refund on the course review fee. Oday 
Lavergne moved that the board extends the course approval through 2023. John Marius seconded the motion. The 
board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Rules Committee 
The committee proposed reinstating the JP Exam Review Committee. The board appointed Phil Page and Tyra 
Mitchell to the committee. 
 
Dr. Warner moved that the Alternative Approval Pathway be adopted. John Marius seconded the motion. The board 
voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Legislative Task Force 
The board discussed the name of the committee and agreed rename it the Legislative & Public Policy Committee. 
 
Operations & Outreach Committee 
Katie Brittain gave an update to the board from the last meeting.  
 

TASK FORCE REPORTS 
Each task force, Discipline, IT, Real Estate, and Government Relations gave an update on their latest meetings. 
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
Executive Director Charlotte Martin requested to allow the Jurisprudence at the Fall LPTA meeting to be virtual 
and the board agreed. 
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NEW BUSINESS 
No New Business to report. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to adjourn the meeting. Katie Brittain seconded the motion.  The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 5:24 pm.  
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State of Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 
Regular Board Meeting 

October 11, 2021 
 
Location: Zoom* 
Zoom Registration: Click Here 
 
1:30pm Call to order 

Approve the agenda 
 

1:40pm Executive Session 
To discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or mental health of 
a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Compliant Cases 
#2021-I-010 and #2020-I-004, and 2019-I-002 & 2020-I-006.  
 

2:20pm Approve the Minutes 
 
2:30pm Officer Reports 
  Chairman 
  Secretary/Treasurer 
  Executive Director  
 
3:30pm Committee Reports 
  CEU  
  Rules 
  Legislative 
  Operations & Outreach 
  Jurisprudence Exam Review 
 
4:30pm Task Force Reports 
  Discipline  
  Public Policy & Government Relations 
  IT 
  Office Facility and Real Estate 
 
5:00pm Unfinished Business 
 
5:05pm New Business 
 
5:10pm Public Comment 
 
5:15pm Adjourn     

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 
Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 
Governor 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZIlce-oqjwrGtO28hP5J-j8ctfsaxm75DY-


2110 W Pinhook Rd, Ste 202 | Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 | Phone (337) 262-1043 | Fax (337) 262-1054 | www.laptboard.org | 
info@laptboard.org  

*In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or video conference 
based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the agenda of the meeting will be 
limited to one or more of the following: 
 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are critical to 
the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 
dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to be 
postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a legal 
requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding officer should 
not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless the members of the 
body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a two-thirds vote. 
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

October 13, 2021 

APPROVED 
  
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on October 13, 2021 held virtually.  
A quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” 
Brittain, Phil Page, Tyra Mitchell, John Marius, Dr. Meredith Warner, and Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, 
Executive Director and Assistant Executive Director of the Board, Jessica Alwell were present. Jim Raines, General 
Counsel was present. Members of the Advisory Committee were present including Ben McRae, Marie Vazquez 
Morgan, Jeremy Dye, and Lindsey Robinson. Members of the public were present, including Christina Faucheux, 
Gretchen Duplantis, Heather Duplantis, and Ryan Nogot.  
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:30pm. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to approve the agenda as written. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved. 
 
 Oday Lavergne moved to enter Executive Session. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  
 
Tyra Mitchell moved to exit Executive Session. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously 
approved. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to accept the investigative committee’s recommendation to dismiss case 2021-I-010. Dr. 
Warner seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to accept the investigative committee’s recommendation to dismiss case 2021-I-017. Tyra 
Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved.  
 
Oday Lavergne moved to change Gretchen Duplantis’s, cases 2020-I-006 and 2019-I-002, license status from 
suspended to probation. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to adjust agenda to discuss licensee Ryan Nogot, case 2020-I-004 when the licensee arrives 
for his exit interview, as required by the terms of his consent order. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
The board reviewed the minutes for the August 11, 2021 meeting. Phil Page moved to accept the minutes as written. 
Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
The board members conducted an exit interview with licensee Ryan Nogot, per the terms of his Consent Order.  
Oday Lavergne moved to change Ryan Nogot’s(case 2020-I-004), license status from probation to active. Phil Page 
seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
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OFFICER REPORTS 
Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Halverson congratulated three board members on being appointed for a second term. Katie Brittain was 
reappointed to the board effective September 7, 2021 to serve through September 6, 2024. Phil Page was reappointed 
to the board effective September 18, 2021 to serve through September 17, 2024. Dr. Meredith Warner will be 
reappointed to the board effective October 15, 2021to serve through January 4 2024.  
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain provided the board with an update on the first quarter of the 2021-2022 fiscal year. A 
report was also given on the findings from this year’s legislative audit. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
 
Licenses Issued from August 3, 2021 through October 11, 2021 

Total: 128 
PTs:  

 Initial: 69 
 Reciprocity: 14 
 Reinstatement: 1 
 Provisional: 14 

PTAs:  
 Provisional: 14 
 Reciprocity: 15 
 Reinstatement: 1 

 
Complaints Summary 
 
Currently open on licensees: 21 

• Boundaries: 12 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 1 
• Substance Abuse: 2 
• Malpractice: 1 
• Unprofessional Conduct: 3 
• Criminal Conviction: 1 
• Previous Disciplinary Action: 1 
• Currently open on non-licensees: 3 

 
Complaints Received: 5 
Informal Conferences: 2 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 1 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 0 
Closed Cases: 2 
Appeals: 0 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
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CEU Committee 
 

Total Courses Reviewed: 246 
 Total Courses Approved: 246  
  
 Traditional: 33  Clinical: 241  
 Web-based: 213  Administrative:  5 
 Hybrid:  0  Ethics:  0  
 
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 4.3 Days 
 
 
Jurisprudence Review Committee: 
Phil Page informed the board of the Jurisprudence Exam Review committee’s next meeting to be held on October 
20, 2021.  
 
Rules Committee 
No updates. 
 
Legislative & Public Policy Committee  
No updates. 
 
Operations & Outreach Committee 
Charlotte Martin provided the board with an update from the committee’s last meeting. 

TASK FORCE REPORTS 
Each task force, Discipline, IT, Real Estate, and Government Relations gave an update on their latest meetings.  
 
The Discipline task force presented the board with a contract for provide hearing officer services to the board. Oday 
Lavergne moved to enter a contract with Amy Groves Lowe at Taylor Porter to provide hearing officers services to 
the board. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved.  
 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
The board discussed the rule change for Rule §199 for handling satisfaction of the CEU audit and non-compliance 
of the CEU audit. Oday Lavergne moved to authorize the Executive Director to determine satisfactory compliance 
and non-compliance with the CEU audit in accordance with Rule §199. Meredith Warner seconded the motion. The 
board voted and unanimously approved.  
 

NEW BUSINESS 
No New Business to report. 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
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Phil Page moved to adjourn the meeting. Tyra Mitchel seconded the motion.  The board voted and unanimously 
approved.  The board meeting was adjourned at 3:26 pm.  



2110 W Pinhook Rd, Ste 202 | Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 | Phone (337) 262-1043 | Fax (337) 262-1054 | www.laptboard.org | 
info@laptboard.org  

 
 
 

State of Louisiana 
Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 
Regular Board Meeting 

November 10, 2021 
 
Location: Zoom* 
Zoom Registration: Click Here 
 
 
1:00pm Call to Order 
  Approve Agenda 
 
1:05pm Approve Minutes 
 
1:15pm Executive Session 

To discuss strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to collective bargaining, 
prospective litigation after formal written demand, or litigation when an open 
meeting would have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigating position of 
the public body, pursuant to La. R.S. 42:17(A)(2) in the matter of complaint case 
2021I004.   

 
1:30pm Officer Reports 
  Chairman 
  Secretary/Treasurer 

Executive Director    
 
1:45pm Committee Reports 
  CE Committee 
 
2:30pm Task Force Reports  
  Discipline TF   
 
2:45pm New Business 
  Provisional Licensees 
 
3:15pm Unfinished Business 
 
3:20pm Public Comment 
 
3:30pm Adjourn  

 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 
Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 
Governor 

 

https://us06web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUodeyhpjsrGt0MClsPSiGYpLWwMY8EvXUR


2110 W Pinhook Rd, Ste 202 | Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 | Phone (337) 262-1043 | Fax (337) 262-1054 | www.laptboard.org | 
info@laptboard.org  

*In accordance with La. R.S. 42:17.1, members of the Board may participate by teleconference or video conference 
based upon the fact that there is a gubernatorially declared state of emergency and the agenda of the meeting will be 
limited to one or more of the following: 
 

(a) Matters that are directly related to the public body's response to the disaster or emergency and are critical to 
the health, safety, or welfare of the public. 

(b) Matters that if they are delayed will cause curtailment of vital public services or severe economic 
dislocation and hardship. 

(c) Matters that are critical to continuation of the business of the public body and that are not able to be 
postponed to a meeting held in accordance with the other provisions of this Chapter due to a legal 
requirement or other deadline that cannot be postponed or delayed by the public body. 

(d) Other matters that are critical or time-sensitive and that in the determination of the presiding officer should 
not be delayed; however, such matters shall not be considered at the meeting unless the members of the 
body present at the meeting approve the consideration of the matters by a two-thirds vote. 
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

November 10, 2021 

APPROVED 
  
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on November 10, 2021 held 
virtually.  A quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn 
“Katie” Brittain, John Marius, Dr. Meredith Warner, Tyra Mitchell, and Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, 
Executive Director, Assistant Executive Director of the Board, Jessica Alwell, and Licensing Analyst, Danielle 
Linzer were present. Jim Raines, General Counsel was present. Members of the Advisory Committee present were 
Lindsey Robinson and Jason Douglas. Members of the public present were Lauren Whisenand. 
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 1:01pm. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Phil Page moved to approve the agenda as posted. Tyra Mitchell seconded 
the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
The board members reviewed the October 2021 minutes. Phil Page moved to approve the amended minutes as 
written. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to enter Executive Session to discuss strategy sessions or negotiations with respect to 
collective bargaining, prospective litigation after formal written demand, or litigation when an open meeting would 
have a detrimental effect on the bargaining or litigation position of the public body, pursuant to La R.S. 42: 
§17(A)(2) in the matter of Compliant Case 2021-I-004. Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved to move into Executive Session. 
 
Phil Page moved to exit Executive Session. Katie Brittain seconded the motion. The board voted and approved. 
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Halverson reported to the board that Shaina Goudeau resigned from the Advisory Committee effective 
January 1, 2022. Chairman Halverson recommended the board leave the one seat open in case there may be a 
specific need to fill throughout the year as opposed to doing a call for resumes at this time. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain updated the board on the CPA meeting that she and Charlotte Martin had with the 
board’s contracted CPA since the last board meeting.  
 
Chairman Halverson asked the board for a board member to volunteer to do the monthly bank reconciliation review 
in order to maintain the board staff’s checks and balances on roles. Oday Lavergne volunteered for the role. 
 
 
 
 



Louisiana Physical Therapy Board Minutes                              November 10, 2021 

P a g e  2  o f  3  

Executive Director’s Report 
Executive Director Charlotte Martin presented the board with the investigative committee’s recommendation to 
dismiss compliant 2021-I-014. Phil Page moved to accept the recommendation and dismiss the complaint. Oday 
Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Mrs. Martin then provided a report to the board consisting of the following updates. 
 
Licenses Issued from October 12, 2021 through November 5, 2021 

Total: 50 
PTs: 15 

 New Grads: 8 
 Reciprocity: 4 
 Provisional: 1 
 Reinstatement: 2 

PTAs: 35 
 Provisional: 0 
 Reciprocity: 4 
 New Grad: 31 
 Reinstatement: 0 

 
Complaints Summary 
 
Currently open on licensees:  25 

• Boundaries: 13 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 2 
• Substance Abuse: 3 
• Malpractice: 1 
• Unprofessional Conduct: 2 
• Criminal Conviction: 1 
• Previous Disciplinary Action: 1 
• CEU Non-Compliance: 2 

 
Currently open on non-licensees: 2 
 
Complaints Received: 5 
Informal Conferences: 1 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 1 
Appeals: 0 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 0 
Closed Cases: 1 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CEU Committee 
  

Total Courses Reviewed: 272  
 Total Courses Approved: 272  
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 Traditional: 33  Clinical:  255 
 Web-based: 239  Administrative:  14 
 Hybrid:  0  Ethics:   3 
 
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 4 Days 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain presented to the board regarding a CPR course submitted for review. The board 
discussed and agreed that CPR courses, in general, do rise to the level required in Rule §195 to be considered for 
CEU credit. The CEU Committee will move forward with reviewing the course submitted to the Board to determine 
if it is eligible for approval. 

TASK FORCE REPORTS 
Chairman Halverson provided an update from the Discipline Taskforce 

NEW BUSINESS 
Chairman Halverson presented the board with discussion regarding Rule §172, which is the Rule for CAPTE 
Graduate Applicants Pending Examination. The board asked the Rules Committee to review Rule §172 for potential 
recommendations for changes in the future. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
No unfinished business. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 
 
Phil Page moved to adjourn the meeting. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously 
approved. The board meeting was adjourned at 3:00 pm.  



2110 W Pinhook Rd, Ste 202 | Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 | Phone (337) 262-1043 | Fax (337) 262-1054 | www.laptboard.org | 
info@laptboard.org  

 
State of Louisiana 

Department of Health and Hospitals 

Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

AGENDA 
Regular Board Meeting 

December 8, 2021 
 

8:00am Call to Order 
  Agenda Review/Approval 
 

Consideration of Consent Order (2016-I-038) in the matter of José Garcia 
Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical 
or mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of 
José Garcia (2018-I-036). 
 

9:30am Minutes Review/Approval 
 

9:40am Discussion of Recovering Physical Therapy Program (RPTP) participants 
(J.S. and J.C.) completion. Discuss violations of a non-licensee in Louisiana. 
Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical 
or mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) and to discussion 
potential litigation involving injunction against non-licensee pursuant to La R.S. 
42: §17(A)(2). 

 
10:40am Officer Reports    
 
11:10am Committee Reports 
  
11:40am Task Force Reports  
 
12:10am New Business 
  
12:15am Unfinished Business 
 
12:20am Public Comment 
 
12:30pm Recess 
 
1:00pm Administrative Hearing: License Applicant Ifthikar Ahmad 

Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical 
or mental health of a person pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of 
license applicant Ifthikar Ahmad. 

 
3:30pm Adjourn 

Charlotte F. Martin, M.P.A. 
Executive Director 

 

John Bel Edwards 
Governor 
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Louisiana Physical Therapy Board 
 

MINUTES 
Regular Scheduled Board Meeting 

December 8, 2021 

APPROVED 
  
Proceedings for the Louisiana Physical Therapy Board, taken in regular session on December 8, 2021 held in person 
at the board office in Lafayette. A quorum of members were present including Chairman, Judith Halverson, 
Secretary/Treasurer, Kathryn “Katie” Brittain, John Marius, Dr. Meredith Warner, Tyra Mitchell, Phil Page, and 
Oday Lavergne. Charlotte Martin, Executive Director and Licensing Analyst, Danielle Linzer were present. Board 
attorney’s Jim Raines and Celia Cangelosi were present.  
 
Chairman Judith Halverson called the meeting to order at 8:00am. 
 
The board members reviewed the agenda. Phil Page moved to approve the agenda as posted. John Marius seconded 
the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to enter Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or 
mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) in the matter of José Garcia (2018-I-036). John Marius 
seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Tyra Mitchell moved to exit Executive Session. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  
 
The Garcia Order Exhibit 1 was added to the case 2018-I-036 case record in globo. 
 
The board moves to reject the Consent Order in the case of Confidential Complaint number 2018-I-036 as written 
and will accept it with the following changes and subject to approval by the Respondent. 
 
Globally throughout the document edit the word “therapy” to “therapist” in reference to physical therapy assistant. 
 
Edit page 5 paragraph 20 to read December 4, 2020.  
 
Edit page 9 paragraph 3 to read “During the probationary period Respondent shall have no contact with physical 
therapy patients under the age of 18. 
 
Edit page 9 paragraph 4 to read “During the probationary period…” 
 
Edit page 10 paragraph 5 to read “During the probationary period…” 
 
Edit page 10 paragraph 7 to add the following language after the words “15th day of the month”: The payment set 
forth in this paragraph shall survive and shall not be extinguished in the event Respondent files for and is granted a 
judgement of bankruptcy by a court of competent jurisdiction. Also, add the word “also” between the words “is” 
and “a” in the last sentence. 
 
Edit page 11 paragraph 14 to strike the word “investigative,” add an apostrophe to the word “board” and strike the 
word “members.” 
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Oday Lavergne moved to accept all changes to the Consent Order and present changes to the Respondent. John 
Marius seconded the motion. The board voted and approved amending and proposing the amended Consent Order 
to the Respondent. Phil Page abstained from the vote. 
 
The board reviewed the minutes from the November 10, 2021 meeting. Phil Page moved to approve the minutes as 
written. Oday Lavergne seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved the minutes. 
 
Oday Lavergne moved to enter Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or 
mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(1) for two individual who have completed the 
Confidential Recovering Physical Therapy Program, and to discuss potential litigation involving injunction against 
non-licensee pursuant to La R.S. 42: §17(A)(2). John Marius seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  
 
Dr. Warner moved to exit Executive Session. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously 
approved. 
 
Judith Halverson moved to approve the completion of the RPTP Program for participant J.S. Phil Page seconded 
the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Judith Halverson moved to approve the completion of the RPTP Program for participant J.C. John Marius seconded 
the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved.  
 

OFFICER REPORTS 
Chairman’s Report 
Chairman Halverson presented the board with a question from a licensee regarding the use of EMRs and the Patient 
Care Conference. The licensee asked, does the patient care conference need to be in one document, containing both 
the PT and PTA signatures on the same document? Or is it okay to be documented on two separate documents: one 
signed by the PT and one signed by the PTA, as long as both are referenced in the note and both include all details 
necessary in the documentation. The board reviewed the questions and determined that the rule should be followed 
and an audit of the patient records should be able to clearly show compliance with the Rule. 
 
Secretary/Treasurer Report 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain presented the board with the latest financial report.  
 
Dr. Warner moved to reinvest the funds from CD 978, which are maturing in December, in a three-month certificate 
of deposit, to mature in March 2022, and to increase the amount of the CD to $829,783.28 at time of investment. 
Phil Page seconded the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved. 
 
Executive Director’s Report 
 
Mrs. Martin provided a report to the board consisting of the following updates. 
 
Licenses Issued from November 8, 2021 through December 2, 2021 

Total: 21 
PTs: 19 

 Initial: 12 
 Reciprocity: 3 
 Provisional: 0 
 Reinstatement: 4 
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PTAs: 2 
 Initial: 2 
 Reciprocity: 0 
 Provisional: 0 
 Reinstatement: 0 

 
Complaints Summary 
 
Currently open on licensees:  25 

• Boundaries: 13 
• Fraud/Billing/Documentation: 2 
• Substance Abuse: 3 
• Malpractice: 1 
• Unprofessional Conduct: 2 
• Criminal Conviction: 1 
• Previous Disciplinary Action: 1 
• CEU Non-Compliance: 2 

 
Currently open on non-licensees: 3 
 
Complaints Received: 2 
Informal Conferences: 8 
Hearings scheduled/notices sent: 3 
Appeals: 0 
Proposed Consent Order/Voluntary Surrender: 1 
Closed Cases: 2 
 
Monitoring Report of those who are currently disciplined was provided to the board. 
 
Mrs. Martin informed the board that there would be information about the upcoming licensee dashboard updates on 
the next live Jurisprudence to be offered in January 2022. 
 
Mrs. Martin updated the board that staff is working with the web vendor Covalent Logic to update the continuing 
education reporting function on the CMS. Until the changes are implemented, there will not be a CEU report at the 
board meeting. The changes are to improve reporting and decrease antiquated reporting processes. 
 

COMMITTEE REPORTS 
CEU Committee 
  

Total Courses Reviewed: 731  
 Total Courses Approved: 731  
  
 Traditional: 113  Clinical:  689 
 Web-based: 618  Administrative:  27 
 Hybrid:  0  Ethics:   15 
 
 
Average Turnaround Time for Approval: 3 Days 
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Operations & Outreach Committee 
Secretary/Treasurer Brittain informed the board that the committee completed and discussed the results of the BAR 
tool. The next step is for the committee to develop a strategic plan using the results of the BAR tool.  

TASK FORCE REPORTS 
Government Relations & Public Policy 
The taskforce is finalizing recommendations to the board. 
 
Discipline 
Assistant Executive Director Jessica Alwell is working with the taskforce to develop an assessment for stakeholder 
feedback.  
 
Staff updated a form used during the investigative process to include a checkbox to indicate that the model 
disciplinary action guidelines were used.  
 
Real Estate 
The taskforce is continuing research into an office space for when the current lease expires. 
 
 
IT 
The taskforce provided the board with recommendations for investments that would improve office security, 
technology, and resources. The taskforce provided a budget that includes phones, security cameras, internal video 
production equipment, and a specific budget for IT investment into a future boardroom. The taskforce also 
recommended the board form a standing website committee.  

NEW BUSINESS 
Chairman Halverson presented the board with recommendations for 2022 committee assignments. The following 
are board member committee volunteers for 2022: 
 
Operations & Outreach: Tyra Mitchell and Katie Brittain 
Legislative: Oday Lavergne and Tyra Mitchell 
Rules: Phil Page and Oday Lavergne 
Continuing Education: Katie Brittain and Phil Page 
Website Committee: Phil Page 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
No unfinished business. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 

APPLICANT HEARING 
The board held a hearing for Iftikhar Ahmad.  
 
Oday Lavergne moved to enter Executive Session to discuss the character, professional competence, or physical or 
mental health of a licensee pursuant to La R.S. 43: §17(A)(1) in the matter of Iftikhar Ahmad. John Marius seconded 
the motion. The board voted and unanimously approved.  
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Oday Lavergne moved to exit Executive Session. John Marius seconded the motion. The board voted and 
unanimously approved.  
 
It was noted that the appeal from New York state on behalf of Mr. Ahmad and granted by the exam vendor FSBPT 
resulted in Mr. Ahmad to be able to attempt the National Physical Therapy Exam (NPTE) for a 7th attempt on July 
24, 2019 which resulted in a passing score.  
 
Phil Page moved to issue a board order and license Iftikhar Ahmad a physical therapy license by reciprocity. Oday 
Lavergne seconded the seconded the motion. The board voted and approved. Dr. Warner and Tyra Mitchell 
abstained the vote. 
 
Katie Brittain moved to adjourn the meeting. Tyra Mitchell seconded the motion. The board meeting was adjourned 
at 4:00 pm.  
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